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been a significant contribution to the success 
of countless staff members and students. For 
all these reasons and more, she has been se-
lected as the 2018 Okaloosa County School 
District Educational Support Professional of 
the Year. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to recognize Mrs. 
Karen Carroll for her accomplishments and 
her continued commitment to excellence at the 
Okaloosa County School District. I thank her 
for her service and wish her all the best for 
continued success. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, February 7, 2018, I was unable to vote 
due to my absence. Had I been present, I 
would have voted as follows: on Roll Call no. 
61, YEA; on Roll Call no. 62, YEA; and on 
Roll Call no. 63, YEA. 
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HONORING HOMETOWN HEROES 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of the Bipartisan Budget Act, 
H.R. 1892, which will provide much needed 
federal funding to help Houston and Harris 
County rebuild from the devastation of Hurri-
cane Harvey, reauthorize several critical 
health programs, and keeps the federal gov-
ernment open through March 23. 

Hurricane Harvey’s destruction was beyond 
anything witnessed in living memory in Texas. 
A record 52 inches of rain fell on Houston and 
the Texas Gulf Coast, causing catastrophic 
flooding in our nation’s fourth largest city. 

Harvey damaged over 300,000 homes and 
apartments in the City of Houston alone. 
Statewide, nearly 600,000 homes have been 
inspected by FEMA for flood or wind damage. 
Most tragically, 88 Texans lost their lives to 
Harvey’s wrath. 

This bipartisan agreement will provide $89 
billion towards disaster recovery and relief for 
Texas and the other states and territories im-
pacted by hurricanes and wildfires last year. 

This includes $15 billion for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) to repair and 
construction new flood control projects in fed-
eral disaster areas. These funds are critical to 
protect Houston and Harris County from the 
next major storm event. Our region has been 
impacted by flooding for three straight years: 
the 2015 Memorial Day Floods, the 2016 Tax 
Day Floods, and Hurricane Harvey last Au-
gust. 

Last November, the State of Texas released 
a report requesting $36 billion in flood control 
projects for the Gulf Coast region. This re-
quest included critical projects that are nec-
essary to protection our district and Greater 
Houston from future flooding, including a new 

reservoir along Cypress Creek and a coastal 
barrier to protect Galveston Bay from a cata-
strophic storm surge. 

It is my hope that Congress will provide ad-
ditional federal funding for flood control 
projects for Houston and the Texas Gulf Coast 
when Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) needs to be reauthorized later this 
year. 

One of the greatest accomplishments in the 
Bipartisan Budget Act is the additional years 
of funding for the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP). In January, CHIP received 
funding for six years. With the enactment of 
this legislation, an additional 4 years of fund-
ing will be added, extending the program on 
which nearly 400,000 children from my home 
state of Texas rely on for access to stable and 
affordable care. 

In addition to extending CHIP for a total of 
10 years, this legislation also provides 2 years’ 
worth of funding for federally qualified health 
centers (FQHCs). The Bipartisan Budget Act 
provided FQHCs with $3.8 billion for the cur-
rent year and $4 billion in FY2019. 

Both FQHCs and CHIP have enjoyed bipar-
tisan support for many years. FQHCs have 
had bipartisan support since the 1960s and 
CHIP since it was created by Congress in 
1997 with my vocal support. Both programs 
work because they provide individuals with ac-
cess to needed healthcare services at afford-
able rates. Funding for both programs ended 
in September and we came perilously close to 
losing both programs when the Republicans 
failed to include funding for either program in 
previous Continuing Resolution (CRs). 

It was not until January that CHIP received 
funding, but only for a period of 6 years 
whereas this bipartisan budget agreement ex-
tends to a total of 10 years, through FY2027. 
CHIP is a vital program that many children 
rely for access to healthcare providers, pre-
ventive services and ongoing care which helps 
to ultimately keep health care costs low as 
well as keep a greater number of children 
healthy because they are able to access care 
before their conditions worsen. 

Many of my constituents have written to me 
expressing concern about the annual Medi-
care payment limits for outpatient services, 
also known as therapy caps. I am happy to 
say that the spending limits were permanently 
repealed making it easier for individuals re-
ceiving therapy services in our community to 
continue getting the services they need in 
order to heal, and in many instances remain 
independent and in the community. Medicare 
recipients will continue to enjoy the benefits of 
therapy services whether physical, speech or 
occupational without fear that such services 
will end prematurely because they have met 
or exceeded a certain financial threshold. 

Last year, the Senate passed the Creating 
High-Quality Results and Outcomes Nec-
essary to Improve Chronic (CHRONIC) Care 
Act. This bill made it possible to extend the 
Independence at Home Demonstration that al-
lows the chronically ill to receive care while in 
the home without having to move to a long- 
term care facility. This legislation also expands 
telehealth beyond current geographical limita-
tions as well as permanently authorizing Spe-
cial Needs Plans for chronically ill individuals. 

The Bipartisan Budget Act will increase 
Medicare payment for home health providers 
by 1.5 percent for 2020 and for skilled nursing 
facilities by 2.4 percent for FY2019. 

Today’s legislation, unfortunately, does not 
include provisions to protect beneficiaries of 
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) Program and young persons brought 
into our country without authorization, com-
monly known as ‘‘Dreamers.’’ Our district is 
home to one of the largest populations of 
Dreamers in the United States and Texas has 
the second largest number of DACA bene-
ficiaries in the country. It is critical that Con-
gress act immediately and pass legislation that 
will protect our young people from losing their 
work authorization and from possible deporta-
tion. I am a proud cosponsor of the DREAM 
Act, which would codify the protections pro-
vided under the DACA Program and deserving 
Dreamers a pathway to legalization and 
earned citizenship. 

I ask that my colleague join me in support 
of the thousands of disaster victims across the 
United States and the millions of children and 
low income Americans who benefit from af-
fordable health coverage and services pro-
vided through CHIP and FQHCs, and vote in 
support of this important legislation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VAL BUTLER DEMINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, on the 
evening of Wednesday, February 7, 2018, I 
had the honor and privilege of addressing the 
Southeast Regional Welcome Dinner in con-
nection with this year’s National Prayer Break-
fast. My arrival at that event was prior to the 
issuance of notice that votes were about to be 
held, and I was unfortunately unable to return 
to the House Chamber before they concluded. 

Had I been present, I would have voted yea 
on Roll Call votes 61, 62, and 63. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MS. CAROLYN MORROW CHE-
NEY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Ms. Carolyn Mor-
row Cheney. Carolyn was a loving mother, 
grandmother, and great grandmother. She 
passed away peacefully on February 8, 2018, 
surrounded by her family and friends, after a 
hard fought battle with cancer. 

I was so grateful to be able to speak with 
Carolyn before her passing. In the final mo-
ments of her life, she was both generous and 
kind, and I am extremely thankful for her many 
years of friendship. 

Carolyn started her career in Washington in 
1972 as a staffer for Congressman James R. 
Jones (D–OK), and quickly moved through the 
ranks, while also juggling the responsibility of 
being a single mom. From 1976 until 1983, 
she served on the Commission on Administra-
tive Review, as Chief of Staff to Congressman 
Fred Richmond (D–NY), and as Staff Director 
of the Agriculture Subcommittee on Domestic 
Marketing and Nutrition. Throughout her time 
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